Ixii                           Introduction.

no means continuously exercised. Elizabeth, during her
long reign of forty-five years, summoned ten Parliaments,
which held in all thirteen sessions. Parliament met there-
fore, on the average, about once in every three and a half
years. The longest interval was that between the second
and third sessions of her fourth Parliament, when nearly
five years elapsed (March 15, i576-Jan. 16, 1581). Longer *
intervals had however occurred in the reign oi her father,
and were to occur again in those of her two successors.
In the aggregate the sessions of her Parliaments (including
short adjournments), lasted nearly three years, giving an
average of rather more than three weeks per annum. How-
ever necessary an element of the constitution Parliament
may have been, it would be a stretch of language to call
such a system parliamentary government.

James I, in his reign of twenty-two years, summoned
four Parliaments, which held, in all, eight sessions. In
the aggregate they cover nearly as long a time as the
parliamentary sessions of Elizabeth's reign, and give an
average of more than six weeks per annum. But they
are less evenly distributed than those of Elizabeth, During
the first eight years of James' reign, Parliament met no
less than five times, but between 1610 and 1621 it met
only once, and the Parliament of 1614 was barren of legis-
lation. It might be gathered from this circumstance, even
if we had not more conclusive evidence elsewhere, that
James' relations with his Parliaments were less harmonious
after 1610 than before that date.

The legislative work of the two reigns is not in propor-
tion to the duration of their parliamentary sessions. The
statutes of Elizabeth are not only considerable in bulk, but
in many cases are of great political, ecclesiastical, and social
importance, striking out new lines of policy which were
to be followed for generations. The legislation of James I
did little more, except in regard to the Union, than follow
out the lines laid down by his predecessor. His Parlia-
ments spent much more time in the defence of their